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He is the great attraction of the camp. Many Nazi leaders
have visited it and the commander of the camp has never
failed to show them Heilmann, his star-prisoner. Even
Himmler, the lord over all Nazi concentration camps,
the advocate of the torture chambers in Nazi-land,
has met Heilmann personally.
And on every occasion when Heilmann is exhibited
for the benefit of a Nazi leader, the same incident is
staged.
" Heilmann," the camp commander shouts, "Heilmann,
step forward."
Heilmann steps forward, his back not bent, his hairless
head erect.
"How long have you been here?"
"Since 1933. ..."
"Have you not come to the conclusion that National
Socialism is the greatest blessing for Germany and the
German people?"
"I have not come to that conclusion."
The questions and answers are always the same.
Proudly Heilmann sticks to his opinion. Nothing much
happens to him. Do the Nazis respect his firmness, his
unshakable antipathy which results in his continued
confinement?
All the camp leader does is to hold up Heilmann as an
example of the incorrigible criminal against whom the
Nazi State must be on guard:
"Heilmann justifies our watchfulness." That is the
conclusion to which the camp leader comes once every
few months. In the meantime Heilmann carries on with
the hard work and bears the treatment which is the lot
of all prisoners of Nazism.
There are thousands of German Socialists as brave and
as incorrigible in their antipathy to Nazism as Heilmann.